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Coast Guard, DHS § 155.1230 

§ 155.1225 Response plan submission 
requirements. 

An owner or operator of a vessel car-
rying animal fats and vegetable oils as 
a primary cargo shall submit a re-
sponse plan in accordance with the re-
quirements of this subpart, and with 
all sections of subpart D of this part, 
except §§ 155.1050 and 155.1052. 

§ 155.1230 Response plan development 
and evaluation criteria. 

(a) Owners and operators of vessels 
that carry animal fats or vegetable oils 
as a primary cargo must provide infor-
mation in their plan that identifies— 

(1) Procedures and strategies for re-
sponding to a worst case discharge of 
animal fats or vegetable oils to the 
maximum extent practicable; and 

(2) Sources of the equipment and sup-
plies necessary to contain, recover, and 
mitigate such a discharge. 

(b) An owner or operator of a vessel 
carrying animal fats or vegetable oils 
as a primary cargo must ensure that 
any equipment identified in a response 
plan is capable of operating in the con-
ditions expected in the geographic 
area(s) in which the vessel operates 
using the criteria in Table 1 of Appen-
dix B of this part. When evaluating the 
operability of equipment, the vessel 
owner or operator must consider limi-
tations that are identified in the Area 
Contingency Plans for the COTP zones 
in which the vessel operates, includ-
ing— 

(1) Ice conditions; 
(2) Debris; 
(3) Temperature ranges; and 
(4) Weather-related visibility. 
(c) The owner or operator of a vessel 

carrying animal fats or vegetable oils 
as a primary cargo must identify in the 
response plan and ensure, through con-
tract or other approved means, the 
availability of required equipment in-
cluding— 

(1) Containment boom, sorbent boom, 
or other methods for containing oil 
floating on the surface or to protect 
shorelines from impact; 

(2) Oil recovery devices appropriate 
for the type of animal fats or vegetable 
oils carried; and 

(3) Other appropriate equipment nec-
essary to respond to a discharge involv-

ing the type of animal fats or vegetable 
oils carried. 

(d) Response resources identified in a 
response plan under paragraph (c) of 
this section must be capable of arriving 
on-scene within the applicable Tier 1 
response times specified in this para-
graph. An oil spill removal organiza-
tion may not be listed in the plan un-
less the organization has provided writ-
ten consent to be listed in the plan as 
an available resource. Response times 
from the time of discovery of a dis-
charge are as follows: 

Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3 

Higher volume port 
area.

12 hrs ...... N/A ........... N/A 

Great Lakes ............. 18 hrs ...... N/A ........... N/A 
All other rivers and 

canals, inland, 
nearshore, and 
offshore areaas.

24 hrs ...... N/A ........... N/A 

Open ocean (plus 
travel time from 
shore).

24 hrs+ .... N/A ........... N/A 

(e) The owner or operator of a vessel 
carrying animal fats or vegetable oils 
as a primary cargo must identify in the 
response plan and ensure the avail-
ability of the following resources 
through contract or other approved 
means: 

(1) A salvage company with appro-
priate expertise and equipment. 

(2) A company with vessel fire-
fighting capability that will respond to 
casualties in the area(s) in which the 
vessel is operating. 

(f) Vessel owners or operators must 
identify intended sources of the re-
sources required under paragraph (e) of 
this section capable of being deployed 
to the areas in which the vessel will op-
erate. A company may not be listed in 
the plan unless the company has pro-
vided written consent to be listed in 
the plan as an available resource. To 
meet this requirement in a response 
plan submitted for approval or re-
approval on or after February 18, 1998, 
the vessel owner or operator must iden-
tify both the intended sources of this 
capability and demonstrate that the 
resources are capable of being deployed 
to the port nearest to the area where 
the vessel operates within 24 hours of 
discovery of a discharge. 

(g) The owner or operator of a vessel 
carrying animal fats or vegetable oils 
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